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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER'S LETTER TO SECRETARY VANCE 
ON ISRAELI OIL EXPLORATION IN OCCUPIED EGYPTIAN 
TERRITORY 

REF: (A) CAIRO I2I08, (B) STATE 1I43I0 

1. FONMIN'S CHEF DE CABINET, AHMED MAHER, TELEPHONED 
AMBASSADOR THIS MORNING TO ADVISE THAT SIGNED LETTER 
EROM KAMEL TO THE SECRETARY ON REEERENCED SUBJECT WAS 
BEING HAND-CARRIED TO EMBASSY FOR FORWARDING. TEXT OE 
LETTER, WHICH IS DATED APRIL 30, 1978, BUT WAS NOT SIGNED 
BY KAMEL UNTIL THIS MORNING, IS SET FORTH BELOW: 

2. QUOTE: DEAR MR. SECRETARY, 

- THE GOVERNMENT OE THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT HAS, 

AS YOU MAY RECALL, COMMUNICATED TO THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT, ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS, ITS SERIOUS CONCERN 
OVER THE ISRAELI OIL-EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION 
ACTIVITIES IN THE ISRAELI OCCUPIED EGYPTIAN TERRITORIES 
AND ADJACENT TERRITORIAL WATERS. THESE ISRAELI ACTIVITIES, 
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WE STRESSED, ARE IN COMPLETE DEEIANCE OE RULES OF INTER- 
NATIONAL LAW. 

- THROUGHOUT OUR CONTACTS WITH YOUR GOVERNMENT ON THIS 
MATTER, WE NOTED WITH SATISEACTION, THAT THE VIEWS OE OUR 
TWO GOVERNMENTS ON THE LEGAL ISSUES ARE IDENTICAL. WE 
ALSO TOOK NOTE, WITH APPRECIATION, THAT IN YOUR CONTACTS 
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WITH THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT, YOU CONSISTENTLY AFEIRMED 
THE ILLEGAL NATURE OF ITS ACTIVITIES. YET ALL YOUR 
ATTEMPTS TO PERSUADE ISRAEL TO BRING TO AN END THESE 
ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES CAME TO NO AVAIL BECAUSE ISRAEL DID 
NOT HEED YOUR REPRESENTATIONS. ON THE CONTRARY IT HAS, 

AS HAS BEEN WELL PUBLICIZED, INTENSIFIED AND WIDENED THE 
SCOPE OE ITS SEARCH EOR OIL. IT SHOULD BE NOTED IN 
THIS CONNECTION, THAT THE STATEMENTS OE ISRAEL'S ENERGY 
MINISTER, ARE A CLEAR MANIEESTATION OE ISRAEL'S SINISTER 
DESIGNS ON EGYPTIAN OIL. SUCH STATEMENTS ADD ALARMING 
PROPORTIONS TO THE ALREADY GRAVE SITUATION. FURTHER, IT 
IS REGRETTABLE THAT SOME OIL COMPANIES HAVE BEEN ASSO- 
CIATED WITH THE ISRAELI ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES. 

- NEEDLESS TO SAY, THE TIMING OF THE ISRAELI PRONOUNCE- 
MENTS AND THE EAR-REACHING DIMENSIONS OF ITS ACTIVITIES 
COULD UNDERMINE THE EEEORTS TO ACHIEVE A PEACEEUL SETTLE- 
MENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST. IT HAS THUS BECOME IMPERATIVE 
THAT NEW ENDEAVOURS BE URGENTLY UNDERTAKEN. 

- ACCORDINGLY, WE CONSIDERED IT NECESSARY TO REGISTER 
OUR POSITION ON RECORD WITH THE UNITED NATIONS. ON 
APRIL 4TH, 1978, 1 ADDRESSED A LETTER TO THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL OE THE UNITED NATIONS ASKING HIM TO CIRCULATE IT 
AMONG MEMBER STATES. THE LETTER APPEARED IN GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY DOCUMENT (A/33/79). THE OBJECTIVE IS TO REMIND 
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MEMBER STATES OF THEIR OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE RULES OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THEIR RESPONSABILITIES UNDER THE 
CHARTER AND THE RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS OE THE UNITED NATIONS. 

- ADDITIONAL COMPLICATING FACTORS, WITH GRAVE DETRI- 
MENTAL CONSEQUENCES, EMANATE EROM ISRAEL'S UNFOUNDED 
ALLEGATIONS REGARDING THE STATUS OE EGYPTIAN TERRITORIAL 
WATERS IN THE GULF OF SUEZ AND, ITS REPEATED HARASSMENT 
AND FORCIBLE PREVENTION OF EGYPTIAN OIL - DRILLING 
ACTIVITIES. THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT HAS CONSISTENTLY 
REJECTED THE ISRAELI ARGUMENTS AND HAS NEVER ACQUIESCED 
TO THE ISRAEL PRETENTIONS. THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT WISHES 
TO REAFFIRM ITS TOTAL REJECTION OF ALL SUCH CLAIMS AND 
ALLEGATIONS, THE SOLE OBJECTIVE OF WHICH, AS THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT IS WELL AWARE, IS AN ATTEMPT TO JUSTIFY 
ISRAEL'S ENCROACHEMENTS AND SERIOUS VIOLATIONS OF EGYPT'S 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, ITS PERMANENT SOVEREIGNTY AND 
CONTROL OVER ITS NATURAL RESOURCES. IT IS THEREFORE 
NECESSARY THAT ISRAEL REFRAINS FROM ANY FURTHER HARRASS- 
MENT OF DRILLING OPERATIONS IN EGYPTIAN TERRITORIAL WATERS. 

- IT IS OUR FIRM CONVICTION, MR. SECRETARY, THAT THE 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT WILL DEEM IT APPROPRIATE TO 
CONSIDER UNDERTAKING RENEWED EEFORTS WITH A VIEW TO 
DISCOURAGING ISRAEL FROM FURTHER PURSUING THIS IRRESPON- 
SIBLE AND ILLEGAL COURSE OF ACTION. THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT IS ALSO KINDLY REQUESTED TO ADVISE AMERICAN OIL 
COMPANIES AS TO THE ILLEGALITY OF THEIR PARTICIPATION, 
COOPERATION OR ASSISTANCE TO THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES IN 
ANY EORM OR MANNER IN THE EXPLOITATION OF THE NATURAL 
RESOURCES IN EGYPTIAN TERRITORIES OCCUPIED BY ISRAEL 
AND THE NECESSITY TO ABIDE BY RELEVANT UNITED NATIONS 
RESOLUTIONS. IN THE MEANWHILE, THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT 
RESERVES ITS RIGHTS TO DEMAND RESTITUTION AND FULL COM- 
PENSATION EOR DAMAGES RESULTING FROM ANY FORM OF ASSOCIA- 
TION WITH THE ISRAELI ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES. 
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- I AVAIL MYSELE, MR. SECRETARY, OF THIS OPPORTUNITY 
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TO RENEW THE ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AEFAIRS 

MOHAMMED IBRAHIM KAMEL 
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UNQUOTE 

3. SINCE A REPLY IS IN ORDER, RECOMMEND THAT LETTER BE 
SENT TO KAMEL FROM SECRETARY BASED ON CONTENTS REF B. 

AMBASSADOR HAS ALREADY INFORMED MAHER, FOR KAMEL'S 
INFO, THAT COPIES OF LATTER'S EARLIER LETTER TO UNSYG 

HAVE BEEN SENT TO AMERICAN COMPANIES KNOWN TO BE ENGAGED 
IN OIL OPERATIONS IN OCCUPIED EGYPTIAN TERRITORY FOR GOT 
MAHER WAS GRATEFUL. WRITTEN CONFIRMATION BY 
THE SECRETARY WOULD SEEM TO BE APPROPRIATE RESPONSE TO 
KAMEL'S LATEST MESSAGE. 

4. SIGNED ORIGINAL OE KAMEL'S LETTER BEING AIR POUCHED 
TO DEPT (C/0 NEA/EGY) FOR DELIVERY. EILTS 
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